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It has been an ok sort of summer, some of you will have had rather 

sodden holidays.  I complain about the weather as much as anyone 

but a look at the news usually reminds me to be duly grateful for 

Suffolk’s usually gentle climate, long may it continue.   

The Friends and our band of helpers would like to thank all those who 

supported the successful (and mostly dry) Family Fun Day.  Also we 

would like to thank everyone who took part in the garage sales on 2nd 

September.  We were very lucky with the weather for a change.  We 

hope everyone had a successful garage sale.  There certainly were a lot 

of people in the village and £170 was raised for the church. We would 

like your feedback, please let us know if you think we should do it 

again next year. 

Friends of Finningham are in need of a secretary.  Our next meeting 

will be in the church at 7.30pm on Monday 30th October, please come 

along if you wish to find out what the job entails. 

         Ian Armstrong,  editor 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  No guarantee can be made for the accuracy of infor-

mation given in the newsletter.  Please  tell us about our errors so 

we don’t repeat them. 

Your newsletter is produced by Friends of Finningham. 

Contributions for the winter edition must reach the editor by 

20th November.  Email :  ianbacton@aol.com , 

 phone 01449 780215,   

or send to Cydia, Gislingham Road, Finningham IP14 4HZ 
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             CHURCH NEWS…  ST BARTHOLOMEWS 

 

    As many of you know our Rector Philip has retired and we all 

wish him and his wife Denise every happiness in the next chap-

ter of their life.  Philip has worked tirelessly since his arrival in 

the Benefice in 2017.  He has six churches to look after but was 

available to everyone whether they attended church or not.  He 

and his wife Denise were the perfect team and will be greatly 

missed. 

We will not immediately get a new priest in fact we may be 

without one for at least a year but Philip did everything he 

could to put things in place until February.  So, St Bartholomews 

continues.  Please save the dates of our special services and 

events starting with Harvest Festival.  Don’t miss stirring up 

your Christmas pudding.  Great fun for all ages.  Also our lovely 

candle lit Carols and Christingles. 

All services including communion services are advertised in the 

Hexagon and this newsletter. 

 

Come and join us.  Come and see. 

     Yours,  Marion 

 

 



4 



5 

the editor opines… 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                              

 

 

Living in the countryside means sharing our lives with abundant and di-

verse wildlife. Even within the village there are untended areas of almost-

jungle where birds and animals live with little risk of being disturbed – but 

they are not safe when they stray onto roads or into our gardens. This grass 

snake (31 inches long) was found dead on the roadside near the cemetery, 

the mark on its head suggests it had been hit with a stick.  Please enjoy and 

protect our wild creatures – or at least leave them alone. (Grass snakes are 

fully protected, as are adders.) 

Our tubs have been re-potted!  (Thank you Mandy and crew) 
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                            The Bells of St Margarets 

The good folk of Westorpe have again shown us what a small 

group of energetic people can achieve — by raising, with 

grants and local fundraising, the £29,000 needed to restore 

the ancient bells in their church.  The 5 bells and their fittings 

have been lowered and sent off to Taylor’s Bell Foundry in 

Loughborough to be repaired or re-cast. An new treble bell will 

be added, and the church tower restored. 

With the help of a stiff westerly, might we be able to hear them 

in Finningham? 
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                            WHAT’S ON ? 

              OCTOBER: 

Sunday 1st     Harvest Festival 11am 

Tuesday 3rd   Coffee Caravan on the Green 10-12 

Sunday 12th   Act of Remembrance  10.50am 

Sunday 15th  Holy Communion service 

Wednesday 30th  Friends of Finningham meeting,  

                        7.30   in the church                                                                 

              NOVEMBER: 

Saturday 4th   Westhorpe Art Club and Craft Group 

                               Exhibition (see page 13) 

Sunday 5th  All Saints Day morning prayer 

Sunday 12th  Act of Remembrance, war memorial 

10.50 

Saturday 28th   Westhorpe Hall and its Royal and  

                       Noble Connections (see page 18) 

 

LOOKING AHEAD:  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 2nd Dec., Christmas Lunch, see pp14 & 15 

Sunday 3rd Dec  Stir Up Sunday, 11am in the church 

Tuesday 5th Dec     Wreath Making   see page 13 

Sun 17 Dec.  Carols and Christingles, church 3pm 

Christmas Day Service  9.30 

28 Dec.  Dick Whittington and His Cat (live streamed) 

Saturday 13 January  Open Mic Night   see page 12 
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                                Brussels sprouts 

  I used to listen to Ken Bruce on BBC Radio 2 and enjoy the friendly 

banter that took place between Ken and his many regular listeners.  

Starting round about October Ken would start to be advised that now was 

the time to put the Brussels sprouts on so that they would be ready for 

Christmas. 

I appreciate that Brussels sprouts are not to everybody’s liking but that 

could be because we tend to overcook them but I think they have a but-

tery flavour.  May I suggest the following recipe for your Christmas meal? 

Firstly, don’t cook too many  Depending on how many guests will be sit-

ting down for the meal, and on how many other vegetables you will be 

serving, decide on 2, 3 or 4 sprouts per person.  Cut them in half length-

wise and par cook them by steaming.  (I use Lakeland steam cooking 

bags).  Cook for a little less than the time shown on the bag. 

Just before dishing up, melt some butter in a frying pan and fry the 

sprouts for a short time with flaked almonds. 

Why not do a dummy run with your next roast dinner?  Enjoy! 

             David Wadlow 

                              Weekly Prize of £30 

Why not join the 59 Club?  It will cost you just £1 a week 

and you could win £30.  All the money raised is used by 

Friends of Finningham for social events, the Christmas meal 

and improving the village by planting flower tubs etc. 

There will be 4 numbers becoming available in mid-

December.  If you would like to have one of these numbers, 

and be in for a chance of the weekly prize, then please  

Contact:     Carol Birch (Treasurer)   carolbirch@live.com  

                      Or phone 07973378208 
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Would you like to 

advertise your 

business here? 

Full page          £25 

Half page         £15 

Quarter page  £8 

For £150 you can 

sponsor an edition 

(pay for printing).  

                       BUS SERVICES 

     FINNINGHAM TO STOWMARKET,  THURSDAYS ONLY 

457 service, 9.34 from the White Horse  (westbound) 

Return: departs 1300 from outside Argos. 

 

    FINNINGHAM TO BURY ST EDS.,  WEDNESDAYS ONLY 

302 service, 9.50 from the White Horse (westbound), 

Return: departs 1.25 from Bury bus staion, stand 3. 

 

The Friday service to Diss has been discontinued. 
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Book Review:  HITLER STALIN MUM AND DAD  

by Daniel Finkelstein, published this year, £25.  Available from 

the library. 

The author is a member of the House of Lords and was editor 

of The Times.  His parents and grandparents, born in Germany 

and Poland, were caught up in the madness that swept 20th 

century Europe.  He tells their stories and rings a warning that 

what happened to them could happen to his children.  

“Absolutely, it could.”  

 After reading it you may wonder, as I did, why your education 

never included a discussion of the “blood libel”, the spurious  

basis of so much anti-Jewish violence.  Also, why were you fed 

a version of history from which Britain’s role in restricting emi-

gration from Nazi Europe was omitted?  It is a significant, im-

portant book which will take you to hell and back.  I read it 

twice.                             Ian Armstrong 
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 The coffee caravan will pay its last visit for 2023 on Tuesday 3rd Octo-

ber, 10 till 12 on the Green.  Before the pandemic we had the winter 

coffee morning in villagers’ homes (from 10 till 12) and we will be re-

turning to that format.  We will be giving January a miss for a number 

of reasons and overindulgence over the Christmas period is probably 

one of them! 

The following have agreed to host the next three coffee mornings.  If 

you would like to host 

one in March or April 

please let the editor 

know or come along to 

one of the coffee 

mornings and volun-

teer.   

7 November   -   David 

Wadlow, 5 Russet Close 

5 December   -   Doro-

thy and David Negus, 

Appletree Cottage  

                                        

(This house faces onto 

the Green) 

February  -  Aileen and 

Tony Kilbee 

        You are all wel-

come. 
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                 The Village Christmas Lunch 

The village Christmas lunch will be held on Saturday  

2nd December at Stoke Ash White Horse — time 

12.30pm.  It is open to all residents of Finningham.  This is 

a two course lunch e.g. Starter and Main Course or Main 

Course and Dessert plus Coffee/Tea and Mince Pie.   

This is the perfect opportunity to meet your neighbours 

and learn more about what is happening within the vil-

lage. 

Cost £12 per adult, children under 12 free.  The balance 

to be paid by Friends of Finningham. 

Numbers are limited to 60 so it is on a first come first 

served basis. 

To confirm your place at the lunch please complete the 

form below and return to: 

Mary Webb, Kimberley, Gislingham Road with your pay-

ment in cash please  -  no later than Saturday 18th No-

vember, 2023.  Unfortunately we cannot issue any re-

funds for no shows on the day. 

Name………………………………………………………………….. 

Numbers……………………………………………………………… 

Contact details…………………………………………………….. 
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      MAINS 
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