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Useful telephone numbers  

Email: newsletter@finningham.com 

 Finningham Website 

If you have any information, article or photos that you think would be of interest 
for the site, please send your copy to  

webmaster@finningham.com  
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website  

Lee Child 

Agatha Christie has Hercule Poirot, Ian Rankin has John Rebus and now, thanks 
to a gift to me of a book, I know that Lee Child has Jack Reacher. 

Lee Child was born in Coventry, brought up in Birmingham and now lives in New 
York, U.S.A. 

Make Me  by  Lee Child 

Jack Reacher is a retired US Military Policeman who, strangely has no fixed 
abode and his wardrobe consists of the clothes he stands up in. He has no place 
to go, and all the time in the world to get there, so a remote railroad stop on the 
prairie with the curious name of Mother's Rest seems perfect for an aimless one-
day stopover. 

But there are strange goings on that nobody wants to talk about. As a retired cop 
he eventually puts all the clues together and finds out what the locals do not talk 
about. 

The Hard Way  by Lee Child 

Whilst looking through the wide selection of books at the Coffee Morning and 
Book Sale in the church (which is held in the morning of the last Saturday in 
each month) I came across this book. 

Jack Reacher is this time in a New York caf® when he may have witnessed part 
of a kidnap plan. The wife and step-daughter of a character with a shady past, 
have been snatched when out shopping at Bloomingdales. As an ex-US Army 
CID, Jack Reacher has an eye for detail and observation and agrees to help 
track down the kidnapper(s). 

The trail leads to Norfolk where finally all the pieces fall into place. 

These books are now back and available to buy (at a stupidly low price!) so why 
not visit the Book Sale in the church on the last Saturday each month?  

If you don't find a book you like you can always have a cuppa and a piece of 
homemade cake! 

David Wadlow 

Book Review  

mailto:webmaster@finningham.com
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FOF meeting 

FOF have a meeting scheduled for Thurs 2nd March at 7.30 in the 
Church  

 

 

Welcome to the Spring issue 

Well what a cold one it has been, the recent dip in temperature and that 
little blast of snow has our central heating and log burner on full time.  We 
hope you have all been keeping warm and with a bit of luck, Spring is just 
around the corner and hopefully it will be bringing warmer temperatures 
é fingers crossed.   

In this issue there are a lot of activities in the village.  Itôs going to be a 
busy month, donôt forget mothers day, but watch out, there may be fools 
lurking about. 

We would like to thank you for all of the great contributions we are receiv-
ing, please keep them coming.  Richard & Lorraine 

Finningham White Horse  

Opening times  

12 noon ð 11.00pm (Monday to Saturday)  

12 noon ð 10.30pm (Sunday)  

Live Music  

Haiden Grigor Band - 4th March  

Find us online  
Facebook search òFinningham White Horseó 

Every Tuesday  

4.00pm - 7.00pm Fish & Chip van  

Second Friday of the month  

Karaoke from 8.00pm  

Last Sunday of the month  

Cheese 'n stuff from 2.00pm  

bring something, eat something  

Pub Quiz from 8.00pm  

Dog Club 

I had a zero response from dog owners regarding when 
and how often a dog club should meet so assume no-one 
wants to do it! 

If thatôs not the case you can drop me an email at  

andy@inspirehomeandgarden.co.uk 
Andy  26 

From the editors  

From the chair  

Events and notices  

Wearing something light at night. 

A villager has had a couple of very near misses while coming home at 
night, narrowly missing pedestrians, dressed in dark clothing on unlit, no 
pavement roads. One guy had to jump into the ditch! Very scary for all 
concerned. 

Carrying a torch, or another good idea is to carry a white plastic carrier 
bag.  Please be safe, be seen. 

We need your contributions 

We are looking for contributions for the next issues, so if you have any 
thing you would like including e.g. upcoming events, pictures, art, obser-
vations, points of view etc. we would love to receive them. 

Please email them to newsletter@finningham.com 

The deadline for inclusion in the next issue is the 21st April 2017 

Stop press  

Neighbourhood team  



 

 

Gislingham WI 

We have started 2017 in full swing with 30 members paying their subscriptions 
for the year. 

In February Moira Hammond our WI representative for Associated Country 
Women of the World spoke to us about the work that they do for the disadvan-
taged. We as a WI collect pennies for  friendship and she explained where our 
money is used to help others. 

Our March meeting is a trip to the National WI Craft Fair at Alexandra Pal-
ace on Wednesday 29

th
 March. We are going by coach from Gislingham 

and at the moment we have 7 places free. 

Should anyone who is not a member of the WI but would like to join us the tick-
ets are Ã33 for the day including entrance fee. This should be an interesting day 
with +300 stalls to browse. 

Our meeting on Wednesday 19
th
 April  is entitled 'Frock Horror'. 

We are especially interested in younger people joining us, firstly to keep us 
young and secondly we need new, vibrant ideas to keep pace with the modern 
world. So do think about it. Just come and give us a try. 

Aileen Kilbee, President, Gislingham WI 

 

 

Vivien Beak - 20th February 1917 - 1st September 2016 

Vivien Beak was a familiar face around Finningham in her later years. She lived 
at Talbot Cottage, backing on to the River Dove in Gislingham Road, from 1997 
until suffering a stroke in 2010 at the age of 93. Her last 6 and a half years were 
spent in a nursing home. She loved Finningham and enjoyed gardening, walking 
her little dog and chatting to various friends in the village.  

Before moving to Finningham, Vivien had been a Westhorpe resident for over 60 
years, raising her family at Shrubbery Farm. She had read Economics at Girton 
College, Cambridge, a rarity for her generation. She married George Beak and 
moved to Westhorpe in 1937 where they brought up their five children. Vivien 
was a very keen gardener but also found time to get involved locally in public life. 
She served as a JP, a District Councillor and eventually as Chair of Hartismere 
District Council. Vivien was also a School Governor at Bacton. 

She is greatly missed by her family and friends. 

Martin Elliot 
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Gislingham WI  

Coffee Caravan 

Venues and dates for winter months 

10am - 12 noon 

   7th March   In the Church  

      Hosted by David & Marion Bell 

   4th April  Village Green 

Events and notices  
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COFFE MORNING AND BOOK SALE  
LAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

St Bartholomew's Church  

10.30 ð 12.30  
Come along and have a coffee and try some of the  

cakes the ladies of Finningham bake.  

Plenty of books to choose from and bring along any books you 

have read and would like to donate to our growing library.  

Why not bring a friend or neighbour with you and meet other 

people who live in the Village.  

EVERYBODY WELCOME 

Lives remembered  

Do you or someone you know need extra support during a power cut? 

Although power cuts donôt happen very often when they do they can be worry-
ing.  UK Power Networks is the electricity network and it provides a óPriority Ser-
vices Registerô for people who might need extra help in a power cut.  Older peo-
ple, families with very young children, and people with specific medical condi-
tions are among the many people who are eligible to register for free support.   

You can find more details and register by visiting  
ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport or calling 0800 169 9970.  

News from the parish council  

http://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport


 

 

 

 

 

Wickham Skeith Gardening Club  
ALL MEETINGS HELD  

IN WICKHAM SKEITH VILLAGE HALL  

UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE 

March MEETING    ̧7.30 PM Tuesday 28th  
As gardeners, most of us are aware of the decreasing numbers of butterflies.  
This month we are delighted to welcome Rob Parker, who will be speaking about 
Butterfly Conservation.  Admission Ã1 members/Ã3 non-members. 

April MEETING    ̧7.30 pm Tuesday 25th  
SOUTH WALSHAM  
We are escaping the village hall on the first of our outings this year and are off to 
Fairhaven Woodland and Water Garden.  Entry to the garden is Ã5:50 and is 
payable on arrival.  A coach has been booked for the journey at no extra cost to 
WSGC members; however, non-members will be charged Ã10.  The coach will 
leave Wickham Skeith at 10am and leave Fairhaven at 3pm.   

This is sure to be very popular so to book your place call Rosie 01449 765908 or 
Eddie 01379 788504. 

 TEA @ BART'S  

2.30 ð 4.30pm  
Held in St Bartholomew's Church on the  

3rd  Tuesday of every month.  

We are always looking for new faces.  

Let's make Finningham  

a welcoming and social place to live.  5 

Local history group  

Finningham History Group 

At the meeting in January, Peter Everall made an interesting presentation of the 
1939 census of Finningham, examining the list of residents in each road. Com-
pared with the previously published 1911 census, many of the listed names can 
be recalled by those present. 

For anyone searching for Finningham 1939 census should be aware that our 
village has been wrongly recorded as FARNINGHAM 

Events being considered for the summer include 

 A walk thorough Haughley in May. Attention is drawn to the talk about 
Haughley Castle at Bacton VH on 21

st
 May which may provide some use-

ful background. 

 A talk / walk around Westhorpe in June 

 Guided walk of Harwich old town in September crossing from Felixstowe 
by ferry 

Bacton & Cotton History Society 
(meetings 7.30pm Bacton Village Hall) 

 March 21
st
 Haughley Castle.  

  On Haughley village sign there is a castle, yet non to be seen in the village 
  save for a 30 foot mound which marks the site. Edward Martin will de 
  scribe such castles and this one in particular which an invading army cap
  tured in 1173. 

 April 18
th
 Anglo Saxon royalty @ Exning 

  An archaeological dig north west of Newmarket revealed 20 Anglo Saxon 
  skeletons together with jewellery etc which indicated their high status. 

  Andrew Peachey who carried out the dig, talks about the finds which date 
  from 650AD and may be connected with king Anna , who ruled East An
  glia in the 7

th
 c 

Wickham Skeith History Group 
(meetings 7.45pm Wickham Skeith Village Hall) 

 15
th
 March  Joyce Kimber talking about "Life Upon the Wicked Stage" 
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Events and notices  



 

 

Events at St Bartholomew's Church 

Come and join us 

 

Sunday 5th March at 9.30am : 
Mattins with Andrew Strickland 

A peaceful half hour of hymns and Prayers 
 

Sunday 19th March at 10 am: 
Holy Communion with the Reverend Pamela Robson 

Followed by Refreshments 
 

Sunday 26th March at 10.30 am: 
OUR MOTHERING SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE 

With Andrew Strickland and Marion Bell 
Flowers for the ladies, activities for the children  

& Refreshments 
 

Palm Sunday 9th April at 10.00 am: 
Benefice Holy Communion with the Venerable John Cox 

Followed by Refreshments 
 

Sunday 30th April at 6 pm: 
Our Flower Festival Songs of Praise  

with Andrew Strickland. 
Come along and choose your favourite Hymn! 

 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:  

Sunday 11th June at 3 pm: 
There will be a PET SERVICE outside the church followed by 

activities and refreshment/produce stalls.      
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Mother's Day History 

Origin of Mother's Day goes back to the era of ancient 
Greek and Romans.  But the roots of Mother's Day his-
tory can also be traced in the UK where a Mothering 
Sunday was celebrated much before the festival saw 
the light of the day in the US. However, the celebration 
of the festival as it is seen today is a recent phenome-
non and not even a hundred years old. 

Earliest History of Mothers Day 

The earliest history of Mothers Day dates back to the 
ancient annual spring festival the Greeks dedicated to 
maternal goddesses. The Greeks used the occasion to 
honor Rhea, wife of Cronus and the mother of many 
deities of Greek mythology.  

Ancient Romans, too, celebrated a spring festival, called Hilaria dedicated to 
Cybele, a mother goddess. It may be noted that ceremonies in honour of Cybele 
began some 250 years before Christ was born. The celebration made on the 
Ides of March by making offerings in the temple of Cybele lasted for three days 
and included parades, games and masquerades. The celebrations were notori-
ous enough that followers of Cybele were banished from Rome.  

Early Christians celebrated a Mother's Day of sorts during the festival on the 
fourth Sunday of Lent in honor of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ. In Eng-
land the holiday was expanded to include all mothers. It was then called Mother-
ing Sunday. 

History of Mother's Day: Mothering Sunday 

The more recent history of Mothers Day dates back to 1600s in England. Here a 
Mothering Sunday was celebrated annually on the fourth Sunday of Lent (the 40 
day period leading up to Easter) to honor mothers. After a prayer service in 
church to honor Virgin Mary, children brought gifts and flowers to pay tribute to 
their own mothers.  

On the occasion, servants, apprentices and other employees staying away from 
their homes were encouraged by their employers to visit their mothers and honor 
them. Traditionally children brought with them gifts and a special fruit cake or 
fruit-filled pastry called a simnel. Yugoslavs and people in other nations have 
observed similar days.  

Custom of celebrating Mothering Sunday died out almost completely by the 19th 
century. However, the day came to be celebrated again after World War II, when 
American servicemen brought the custom and commercial enterprises used it as 
an occasion for sales.  

Mothers day  

6 


